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Unit Title: Playing with Words 

 

Unit Designers: 5th grade ELA team 

 

Level(s): 5th grade 

 

Time Span: 6 weeks 

 

Content Area: 

 

Career Prep                Health/PE            M&C Languages   Social Studies                  

English Language Arts            Mathematics           Science & Tech   Visual & Perf. Arts 

 

Summary of Unit:   
Reading both spoonerisms and classic poetry provides students a chance to explore and appreciate 

language. Students bring in a book about an important figure, such as an artist or an inventor, as a 

springboard for writing about their own interests and for researching famous historical figures. Students 

explore word origins, compare literal and figurative language, and present a poem they have written. 
Students write an opinion essay in response to the essential question. 

Content Standards/Performance Indicators: 
RL.5.2: Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including how characters 

in a story or drama respond to challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize 

the text. 

RI.5.1: Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing 

inferences from the text. 

RI.5.4: Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text 

relevant to a grade 5 topic or subject area. 

RF.5.3: Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

RF.5.3(a): Use combined knowledge of all letter-sound correspondences, syllabication patterns, and 

morphology (e.g., roots and affixes) to read accurately unfamiliar multisyllabic words in context and out 

of context. 

W.5.7: Conduct short research projects that use several sources to build knowledge through investigation 

of different aspects of a topic. 

SL.5.1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-

led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own 

clearly. 

SL.5.1(a): Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that 

preparation and other information known about the topic to explore ideas under discussion. 

SL.5.1(b): Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles. 

L.5.5: Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word 

meanings. 

 

Key Pre-Requisites: 

 Knowledge: 

 Students should be able to read both literature and informational text.  

 Students should be able to determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text; 

 summarize the text.  
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 Students should be able to analyze multiple accounts of the same event or topic, noting the 

 similarities and differences and the point of view they represent.   

 

 Skills: 

 Student should be able to write for a purpose. 

 Students should be able to use knowledge of conventions when writing, speaking, reading or 

 listening. 

 Students should be able to read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.  

a. Read on-level text with purpose and understanding.  

b. Read on-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression on 

successive readings.  

c. Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as 

necessary. 

d. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are   

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  

 

Enduring Understandings: 
Language and words can help you express your thoughts and feelings.  

 

Essential Questions that Guide and Focus This Unit: 
Why (and how) do we play with language? 

 

Key Knowledge and Skills students will acquire as a result of this unit: 

 Knowledge: 
 Students will be able to determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 

 including figurative language such as metaphors and similes.  

 Students will be able to determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, 

 including how characters in a story or drama respond to challenges or how the speaker in a poem 

 reflects upon a topic; summarize the text.  

 Students will be able to engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in 

 groups, and teacher- led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and texts, building on others’ 

 ideas and expressing their own clearly.  

 

 Skills: 
 Students will be able to conduct short research projects that use several sources to build 

 knowledge through investigation of different aspects of a topic.  

 Students will be able to produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and 

 organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  

 

How will students provide evidence of their understandings?  
Students will keep track of words studied while reading. These words will be sorted by prefix, suffix, root 

words, meaning, spelling feature, and so on. 

 

Compare and contrast the presentation of a topic in two different formats in order to write a response and 

participate in class discussion.  

 

Students will write a poem based on the historical figure chosen and use vocabulary and figurative 

language in their writing.  

 

Students will present their poem and address the essential question in a journal entry.  
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Teaching and Learning experiences used to help students understand:  
  Poems 

 "Casey at the Bat" (Ernest Lawrence Thayer) 

 Joyful Noise: Poems for Two Voices (Paul Fleischman and Eric Beddows)  

 “Little Red Riding Hood and the Wolf” (Roald Dahl)  

 “My Shadow” (Robert Louis Stevenson)  

 “The Echoing Green” (William Blake)  
Stories 

 Baseball Saved Us (Ken Mochizuki)  

 Testing the Ice (Kadir Nelson)  

 Excerpt from The Phantom Tollbooth (Norton Juster and Jules Feiffer)  
Autobiography/Biography 

 Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, Chapter VII (Frederick Douglass)  

 We are the Ship: The Story of Negro League Baseball (Kadir Nelson) 

 Who was Jackie Robinson? (Gail Herman, Nancy Harrison and John O’Brien)  

 Who was Thomas Alva Edison? (Margaret Frith, John O’Brien, and Nancy Harrison)  

 The World at His Fingertips: A Story about Louis Braille (Creative Minds Biographies) (Barbara 

O’Conner and Rochelle Draper)  

 

 

Provisions for Extending Learning: 
The Phantom Tollbooth (in entirety) with journal writing reflection  

Biographical Media  

 

How will technology be used to increase student achievement?  
Audio books 

On-line instructional resources (see below) 

 

Instructional Resources: 
The following online resources will be used:  

 All About Adolescent Literacy (AdLit.Org)  

 Biographies for Children (Pitara Kids Network)  

 Great People of the 20th Century (Oracle ThinkQuest, By Students, For Students)  

 Alliteration All Around (ReadWriteThink) (RL.5.4)  

 Spelling Patterns, “Go Fish” Card Game (ReadWriteThink) (L.5.4a,b,c)  

 Noah Webster Published His American Dictionary of the English Language in 1828 

(ReadWriteThink) (L.5.4a,b,c)  

 

 

 

 

 

Attach a copy of the unit assessment tool, including criteria for evaluation of student 

performance/product. 

 

In development 


